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Questions and prospects in the research on the causual agent of
arecanut yellow leaf disease and its management
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Abstract Yellow leaf disease (YLD) of arecanut is a lethal disease caused by phytoplasma, which has become a
serious bottleneck restricting the healthy development of the industry in Hainan province, China. In this review,
the progress in the causal agent of YLD was summarized in detail; the questions and debates in the control of YLD
were analyzed, and the difficulties were summed up. The prospects for the development of arecanut industry and
the development trend of YLD were predicted, and suggestions were provided to the governments, betel nut-

related scientific research institutions, colleges and universities, industries and farmers. At the end, integrated

management of YLD was discussed.
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