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Strategy and advice for managing the fall armyworm in China
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Abstract The fall armyworm. Spodoptera frugiperda . is a serious agricultural pest in the world. By the end of
May, 2019, it has expanded to 15 provinces in Yangtze River Basin and its south area in less than five months
since its first invasion into Yunnan province in January, 2019. It is estimated that S. frugiperda could reach the
main corn production regions, the Huang-Huai-Hai summer corn region and the north spring corn region in June
and July, respectively, and probably infest about 13 million hectares of corn, which would pose a serious threat to
the security of corn production in China. The patterns and arrangements of corn cultivation in China were gradu-
ally changed from south to north with seasonal and latitudinal changes. The temporal and spatial complementation
in corn growing provides ample food resources for S. frugiperda as well as favorable conditions for their regional
migration and continuous breeding. In order to prevent and control S. frugiperda effectively, the strategies for
managing S. frugiperda in China were proposed based on the previous lessons and experiences in handling the mi-
gratory pest and techniques employed for the control of S. frugiperda both at home and abroad.
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