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Advances in the occurrence of rice false smut and its control

HU Dongwei', LIANG Wusheng', LAI Chaohui’

(1. State Key Laboratory of Rice Biology, Biotechnology Institute of Zhejiang University , Hangzhou 310058, China;
2. Extension Center of Agricultural Technology of Xiangshan County, Zhejiang 315700, China)

Abstract In the past decades, rice false smut has occurred increasingly and now become one of the major rice dis-
eases in China from a minor disease in history. Recently extended studies on the disease have revealed some new
findings on the fungal pathogenicity, its life cycle and control of the disease. The pathogen mainly infects rice sta-
men filaments and other flower tissues where cell walls are loose in texture, and extends intercellularly in host.
The pathogen sclerotia play an important role in the disease occurrences in the mid and lower reaches of the Yan-
gtze River and in its life cycle as the primary inoculum. Spraying fungicides at early rice booting stage now is the
most effective measure for controlling the disease. Clarification of the pathogen life cycle in nature in the near fu-

ture is necessary for establishing the prediction and early warning system in medium-and long-term disease control.
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